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in the principalities themselves the ne\v Hospodars,
Barbe Stirbeiu and Gregory Ghika, appointed though
the/ were by Russia and Turkey, encouraged the
national movement by restoring Roumanian as the
language of instruction. Then came the Crimean
war, which led to the ultimate emancipation of both
countries and their union under one sovereign.

It is not necessary in this place to retell the oft-
told tale of that great struggle between Russia and
the Western   Powers.    It is sufficient to notice the
war only as far as it affected the Danubian princi-
palities.    The Czar Nicholas I., in his ultimatum to
the   Sultan, threatened to invade them unless his
demands were granted, and, as an unfavourable reply
was  despatched, lost no  time in   carrying  out  his
threat.     On   July   3,   1853,   General   GortschakofT
crossed the Pruth, and for the eighth time a Russian
army of occupation held Moldavia and Wallachia in
its clutches.    The two princes were informed that
they might keep their thrones on condition of break-
ing off relations with the Porte.    The latter ordered
them  to  hold  no  communication with  Russia, but
pay their accustomed tribute to their lawful suzerain
as heretofore.    Thus  placed  between  the  Russians
and  the Turks, the princes  thought it prudent to
flee, and  left the supreme  authority over their  re-
spective states in the hands of the Russian generals.
On   this   occasion,  however, the   " liberators"   had
learned  by experience.    Efforts were made to win
over  the boyards, and  offices were bestowed  upon
some   of  their   number.     Meanwhile,   Turkey   de-
manded the withdrawal of the Imperial troops, and